
Hartford Church of England High School – Year 10 Religious Studies [AQA] 

Year 10 HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5 HT6 

Topic(s) Islam: The Study of 

Religion – Beliefs and 

Teachings 

Islam: The Study of 

Religion – Practices 

Christianity: The 

Study of Religion – 

Beliefs and Teachings 

Christianity: The 

Study of Religion – 

Practices 

Christianity: The 

Study of Religion – 

Practices 

Theme A: 

Relationships and 

Families – Religious, 

Philosophical and 

Ethical Studies 

Focus This unit explores the 

historical and 

theological origins of 

Islam in pre-Islamic 

Arabia and the 

development of key 

beliefs including 

prophethood, holy 

books, Tawhid, and 

the Qur’an. Students 

will examine how 

Islamic beliefs about 

Allah, revelation, and 

authority shape 

understanding of 

identity, community, 

and the relationship 

between Sunni and 

Shi’a traditions.  

This unit explores 

how Islamic beliefs 

are expressed 

through practice, 

focusing on how 

Muslims worship and 

live out their faith 

through the Five 

Pillars, religious 

duties, and acts of 

devotion. Students 

will investigate how 

practices such as 

prayer, fasting, 

pilgrimage, and charity 

develop from core 

beliefs about Allah, 

prophethood, and 

revelation 

This unit explores the 

core beliefs of 

Christianity, focusing 

on the nature of God, 

the Trinity, creation, 

and the significance of 

Jesus’ life, death, 

resurrection, and 

ascension. Students 

will evaluate how 

these beliefs are 

expressed through 

scripture, creeds, and 

theological 

interpretation, and 

how they shape 

Christian 

understandings of 

salvation and human 

existence. 

This unit explores 

Christian practices of 

worship and worship 

–related rites, 

including prayer, 

sacraments, 

pilgrimage, and 

festivals, and how 

these practices 

express and sustain 

Christian belief in 

contemporary life. 

Students evaluate how 

worship shapes 

identity, community, 

and spiritual 

experience across 

different Christian 

traditions.  

This unit explores 

Christian practices of 

worship and worship 

–related rites, 

including prayer, 

sacraments, 

pilgrimage, and 

festivals, and how 

these practices 

express and sustain 

Christian belief in 

contemporary life. 

Students evaluate how 

worship shapes 

identity, community, 

and spiritual 

experience across 

different Christian 

traditions.  

This unit explores 

religious and ethical 

perspectives on 

relationships, 

marriage, family life, 

sexuality, and gender 

roles in contemporary 

society. Students 

examine how religious 

teachings influence 

attitudes towards 

marriage, divorce, 

contraception, 

equality, and family 

structures, while 

evaluating how these 

beliefs interact with 

modern social change. 

Vocabulary Jahiliyyah, Tawhid, 

risalah, prophethood, 

Qur’an revelation, 

ummah, Sunnah, 

Hadith, caliphate  

Five Pillars, Shahadah, 

Salah, Sawm, Zakah, 

Hajj, Jihad, Wudu, 

Rak’ah, Ummah 

Trinity, incarnation, 

omnipotent, salvation, 

atonement, 

resurrection, 

ascension, original sin, 

creeds, Gospel 

Worship, liturgy, non-

liturgical worship, 

informal worship, 

prayer, Lord’s Prayer, 

sacrament, Baptism, 

Eucharist (Holy 

Communion), 

pilgrimage 

Worship, liturgy, non-

liturgical worship, 

informal worship, 

prayer, Lord’s Prayer, 

sacrament, Baptism, 

Eucharist (Holy 

Communion), 

pilgrimage 

Sexuality, marriage 

cohabitation, divorce, 

contraception, family 

planning, nuclear 

family, extended 

family, gender 

equality, 

discrimination 

Assessment Knowledge test: 

multiple choice, short 

answer responses 

 

Knowledge test: 

multiple choice, short 

answer responses 

 

Knowledge test: 

multiple choice, short 

answer responses 

 

Knowledge test: 

multiple choice, short 

answer responses 

 

Knowledge test: 

multiple choice, short 

answer responses 

 

Knowledge test: 

multiple choice, short 

answer responses 

 



Exam Style Questions: 

1 mark, 1 mark, 4-

mark, 6-mark, 12-

mark questions [¼ 

paper 1] 

Exam Style Questions: 

1 mark, 1 mark, 4-

mark, 6-mark, 12-

mark questions [½ 

paper 1) 

 

Exam Style Questions: 

1 mark, 1 mark, 4-

mark, 6-mark, 12-

mark questions [¾ 

paper 1] 

 

 

 Exam Style Questions: 

1 mark, 1 mark, 4-

mark, 6-mark, 12-

mark questions [Full 

paper 1] 

 

Exam Style Questions: 

1 mark, 1 mark, 4-

mark, 6-mark, 12-

mark questions [Full 

paper 1] 

 

 

Curriculum Thread Beliefs and teachings, 

sources of authority, 

revelation, faith and 

meaning, identity 

Practices, expression 

of belief, identity, 

community 

Beliefs and teachings, 

sources of authority, 

philosophy, ethics, 

Practice, identity, 

expression of belief, 

community 

Practice, identity, 

expression of belief, 

community 

Religion, ethics, 

worldviews, 

relationships, identity, 

community 

Wider Reading ‘Islam: A Very Short 

Introduction’ - Malise 

Ruthven 

 

‘The Qur’an: A 

Beginner’s Guide’ - 

Farid Esack 

 

‘The Kite Runner’ - 

Khaled Hosseini 

‘Islam: Beliefs ad 

Practices’ - Ruqiayyah 

Waris Maqsood 

 

‘What is Islam? 

Understanding Islam 

and Muslims’ - Yahiya 

Emerick 

 

‘From Somalia with 

Love’ - Na’ima B. 

Robert  

‘A History of the 

Bible: The Book and 

its Faiths’ - John 

Barton 

 

‘The Heart of 

Christianity’ - Marcus 

Borg 

 

‘The Shack’ - William 

Paul Young 

‘Meeting Jesus Again 

for the First Time’ - 

Marcus J. Borg 

 

‘Simply Christian’ - 

Tom Wright 

 

‘The Poisonwood 

Bible’ - Barbara 

Kingsolver 

‘Meeting Jesus Again 

for the First Time’ - 

Marcus J. Borg 

 

‘Simply Christian’ - 

Tom Wright 

 

‘The Poisonwood 

Bible’ - Barbara 

Kingsolver 

‘Amazing Grace’ - 

Mary Hoffman 

 

'We Should All be 

Feminists’ - 

Chimamanda Ngozi 

Adichie 
 

‘Noughts and 

Crosses’ - Malorie 

Blackman 

 

 

 

 


