
Hartford Church of England High School – Year 8 – Music 

Year 8 HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5 HT6 

Topic(s) Reggae 

 

Podcast Riffs Pachelbel’s Canon Pachelbel Through The 

Ages 

Blues Blues Through the 

Ages 

Focus Learn how chords are 

used to create riffs by 

learning ‘Three Little 

Birds’ - Bob Marley. 

 

Compose a one or 

two bar riff around a 

chord structure, using 

the key of G Major. 

Discover the sequence 

of chords in D major 

to perform Pachelbel’s 

Canon. 

Students will learn how 

to transpose a chords 

structure and use this 

to compose another 

piece of music. 

Develop knowledge of 

7th chords within a 

chord structure and 

compose with this. 

Develop knowledge of 

the Blues structure 

through other genres 

including Rock n Roll, 

80s and 90s Pop. 

Vocabulary Accompanying, 

Accurately, Diagnosed, 

Expressed, Influential, 

Tempo, Reaction, 

Factors 

Arrange, Catchy, 

Progression, 

Description, Structure, 

Example, Jingle, 

Pattern, Distinct, 

Effect, Clarity 

Texture, Combination, 

Balance, Produce, 

Sequence, Appreciate, 

Develop, Signature 

Texture, Combination, 

Balance, Produce, 

Sequence, Appreciate, 

Develop, Signature, 

Reproduce, Synthetics, 

Repeat, Reposition, 

Weave 

Despair, Depict, 

Modernise, Nostalgic, 

Repetitive, Sombre, 

Traditional, 

Segregation, Improvise 

Despair, Depict, 

Modernise, Nostalgic, 

Repetitive, Sombre, 

Traditional, 

Segregation, Improvise, 

Originates, Racial 

Assessment Students will perform 

‘Three Little Birds’ by 

Bob Marley, including 

chords and syncopated 

rhythms. 

 

Compose a piece of 

music that could be 

used as a Podcast 

introduction, using 

BandLab for Education. 

Performing the chord 

sequence of Pachelbel’s 

Canon using correct 

finger placements. 

Perform a chosen 

piece of music, based 

on the Pachelbel’s 

Canon chord 

sequence. 

Perform the Blues 

chord sequence (12 

Bar Blues) using 

correct finger 

placements and 7th 

chords. 

Perform as an 

ensemble, using 

musical features of 

other genres. 

Curriculum 

Thread 

Harmony 

Rhythm 

 

Rhythm 

Melody 

Harmony Harmony 

Melody 

Rhythm 

Harmony 

Rhythm 

Harmony 

Rhythm 

Wider 

Reading 

BBC Bitesize Popular 

Music Styles: Reggae - 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/

bitesize/guides/z3q47p3

/revision/10 

 

 

 

 

 

Riffs: How to Create 

and Play Great Guitar 

Riffs by Rikky Rooksby 

Pachelbel and His 

Canon – Music 

Appreciation: 

https://www.youtube.c

om/watch?v=ZlsZyUq6

tfA 

An analysis of Canon in 

D (For Casual Music 

Fans) 

https://www.pianotv.ne

t/2016/07/analysis-of-

canon-in-d/ 

Memory Tips: 

Transposition  

https://practisingthepia

no.com/memory-tips-

transposition/ 

Transposition: 

Changing Keys 

https://www.earmaster.

com/music-theory-

online/ch06/chapter-6-

4.html 

Searching for Robert 

Johnson by Frank 

Digiacoma. 

Keeping the Blues 

Alive by Touré. 

 

When Young Elvis Met 

the Legendary B.B.King 

by Daniel de Visé. 

History of Rock Music 

https://blog.audionetwo

rk.com/the-

edit/music/the-history-

of-rock-music 
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